faq’s about Bovine Tuberculosis (bTB) that show why a cull of badgers does not make sense.

1.What is Bovine TB?  It is a contagious disease that affects cattle. Many other mammals including moles, cats, dogs, rats, deer, sheep, pigs, and badgers are susceptible to the disease to varying degrees. Pasteurisation and meat inspection have removed the risk to human health.

2.How common is the disease in the UK? In the 1930’s 40% of dairy cows slaughtered were bTB infected. The government introduced the attested herd scheme and by 1970, with cattle measures alone it was reduced to 0.03%. From 1970 to 2009 the focus moved from cattle to culling badgers, and bTB has risen to approximately 4.5%. Many thousands of uninfected badgers were inhumanely killed.

3.Why has the badger been singled out for culling? Historical prejudice and ignorance have played their part. Badgers have been made a scapegoat by people looking for what they think will be an easy solution.

4.Is there a vaccine? An inject-able vaccine will be available for badgers soon. In 2010 it will be used to inoculate badgers in England. An oral vaccine for badgers and a suitable vaccine for cattle will also soon be available.  

 5.Has a badger cull worked in another country?  In the Republic of Ireland, the latest badger cull has been in operation for over 4 years. 60,000 badgers have been killed and according to their Min of Ag’s figures bTB in cattle actually increased. * (1) In roughly the same period, Northern Ireland, with no cull, has reduced bTB by 50% with cattle based measures alone. 

6.How are live cattle tested for bTB?  At present the ‘skin test’ is used but is notoriously unreliable. Often an infected cow tests negative and lives on to infect other cattle. Gamma Interferon is far more accurate but not generally used.

7.How does bTB compare in frequency to other cattle diseases? 

In 2007 for example, 21.3% of cattle were killed prematurely because of, ‘mastitis, infertility and lameness.’ Infectious diseases, including bTB account for only 1.67%.* (2) Farmers receive compensation for cattle lost to bTB even if they haven’t complied with the testing and movement rules. 

8.How does bTB spread? Almost exclusively from ‘cattle to cattle’. Lack of adherence to livestock movement regulations means transporting live cattle can spread bTB and other serious diseases great distances at alarming rates. Markets, farm sales, bull hire, shows, etc, all contribute. Bio-security advice is often ignored. Herd to herd contact through inadequate fencing is common. Stress, over exploitation and poor general health make cows very vulnerable to infection. This has all been well documented. * (3)

9.Has it ever been proved that badgers can give bTB to cows on a farm?  No. It has never been proved conclusively. Experiments have been conducted and it would appear that in a farm situation it would be almost impossible for badgers to give cows bTB. * (4)

10.Has there ever been a scientific trial to see if culling badgers makes any difference? The ISG carried out a 9 year trial in the UK that culled 11,000 badgers and cost 35 million pounds of tax payers money. In his final report, Professor F.J. Bourne stated ‘Badger culling can make no meaningful contribution to cattle TB control in Britain.’ He also said ‘Scientific findings indicate that the rising incidence of disease can be reversed and geographical spread contained, by the rigid application of cattle based control measures

alone.' * (5)
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